The National Measurement Laboratory
Provides the national system of physical and chemical measurement; coordinates the system with measurement systems of other nations and furnishes essential services leading to accurate and uniform physic£il and chemical measurement throughout the Nation's scientific community, industry, and commerce; provides advisory and research services to other Government agencies; conducts physical and chemical research; develops, produces, and distributes Standard Reference Materials; and provides calibration services. The Laboratory consists of the following centers:
• Basic Standards • Radiation Research • Chemical Physics • Analytical Chemistry
The National Engineering Laboratory
Provides technology and technical services to the public and private sectors to address national needs and to solve national problems; conducts research in engineering and applied science in support of these efforts; builds and maintains competence in the necessary disciplines required to carry out this research and technical service; develops engineering data and measurement capabilities; provides engineering measurement traceability services; develops test methods and proposes engineering standards and code changes; develops and proposes new engineering practices; and develops and improves mechanisms to transfer results of its research to the ultimate user. The Laboratory consists of the following centers:
Applied Mathematics Electronics and Electrical Engineering^ Manufacturing Engineering Building Technology Fire Research Chemical Engineering^

The Institute for Computer Sciences and Technology
Conducts research and provides scientific and technical services to aid Federal agencies in the selection, acquisition, application, and use of computer technology to improve effectiveness and economy in Government operations in accordance with Public Law 89-306 (40 U.S.C. 759), relevant Executive Orders, and other directives; carries out this mission by managing the Federal Information Processing Standards Program, developing Federal ADP standards guidelines, and managing Federal participation in ADP voluntary standardization activities; provides scientific and technological advisory services and assistance to Federal agencies; and provides the technical foundation for computer-related policies of the Federal Government. The Institute consists of the following centers:
• Programming Science and Technology
• Computer Systems Engineering
The editors assume full responsibility for the summary, conclusions, and recommendations contained in the report, and for the summaries of discussion found at the end of each paper. The manuscripts of the papers presented at the Symposium have been prepared by the designated authors, and questions pertaining to their content should be addressed to those authors. The Interested reader is referred to the bibliography at the end of the summary article for general references to the literature of laser damage studies. The Sixteenth Annual Symposium on this topic will be held in Boulder, Colorado, from October 15-17, 1984 . A concerted effort will be made to ensure closer liaison between the practitioners of high-peak power and the high-average power community.
The principal topics to be considered as contributed papers in 1984 do not differ drastically from those enumerated above. We expect to hear more about Improved scaling relations as a function of pulse duration, area, and wavelength, and to see a continuing transfer of Information from research activities to industrial practice. New sources at shorter wavelengths continue to be developed, and a corresponding shift in emphasis to short wavelength and repetitively pulsed damage problems is anticipated. Fabrication and test procedures will continue to be developed, particularly in the diamond-turned optics and thin-film areas. Comprehensive modeling studies are, as well, anticipated.
The purpose of these symposia is to exchange information about optical materials for high power lasers. The editors will welcome comment and criticism from all interested readers relevant to this purpose, and particularly relative to our plans for the Sixteenth Annual Symposium. Arm T, 
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